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1. One building of the Rokits Giendical :Flant.at Brzeg Haingrdattithe s
pilot plant for the production of Gasmexsn EEC, an snsecticlds sinIlar to
T, BHC is produced by the photo-chlorinsting method. In July 1955,
the pilot plant was producing 250 kg. of raw HHC oontaining 14% Gamme per

day. All the equipment in the pilot plant waz in good operating condition.

{ The pilot plant was scheduled to be future, but work on the

! on progren hed not yet begun. | 25X1
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3,000 tons a year and that most of the necessary ment would be

furnished by the Poles themselves.
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2. One section of the Rokita plant is engaged in production of glycol and
: polyglycol from aloohol. Although thissection of . the plant 1s knosn to be
! in operation, nothing is known about production fijgures o the operating
3 condition of the equipment. The pilot plant for the production of Gammexan
BEC and the equipment for the production of glycol and polyglycol are in the
same Duilding or complex of buildings, but they aere complgtely shut off from
each other. i :

3. One section of the Rokita plant contains electrolytic equipment with meroury
cells (Quecksilberzellen) for the production of chlorine. The electrolytioc
equipment includes 100 mercury cells, each with a strength of 15,000 amperes.
This equipment was not put into operation agoording to the original achedule.
The new achedule calls for the equipment, which is now completely installed,
%0 go imto operation during the late summer or fall of 1955, When in operation,
it im expected to produce 45 metric tona of chlorine a day. Nothing definite
is lmown about plans for the expansion of this section of ‘the Rokita plant,
tut it 1s believed that no expansion is contemplated in the immediate future.
Fluorine cannot be produced with the electrolytic equipment now in this
section. The bullding containing the electrolytic equipment was constructed
during recent years and 1is completely separate from the Initlding containing
the pilot plant for Gemmexan BHC and the glycol and polyglycol unit.
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In one building of the Rokita plant the Poles have constructed a complete
unit for the production of acetoacetic ester. This unit was constructed
in exact accordance with the plans and information contained irn the BIOS
reports, a selection of reports confiscated from the Germans and published
by the Allies after World War II. The chemical process used in the aceto-~
acetic ester unit is the Wacker process. Theequlpment for the unit was
produced by the Poles themselves and appears to be well constructed. The
acetoacetic unit is not yet in operation but all construction and installa-
tion work has been completed and the unit will be put into operation in
the near future. When in operation, it will have a capacity of 600 metric
tons a month. The building containing the acetoacetic ester unit is a
brand new concrete and steel structure. It is about 50m. x 20m. x 25m.

in size.

In some of the old buildings at Rokita the FPoles have established work-
shops for the manufacture and repair of chemical equipment. Some of the
types of equipment produced are homogeneous lead-lined apparatuses, copper
apparatuses, agitators, evaporators, and distillation columns. The work-
manship and quality of the equipment appears to be good. It is estimated
that between 100 and 200 technicians are employed in the workshops. Polish
officials of the Rokita plant have stated that chemical equipment for other
Polish chemical factories is also produced at Rokita.

It 1s estimated that about 30% of the old I. G. Farben plant has now been
reconstructed, and Polish officials at Rokita state that several thousand
workmen are employed there. Several buildings in addition to the ones
described above have already been constructed or are being rebuilt. Polish
officials state that a unit for phenol snythesis through sulphonation
(Phenol-Synthesis durch Sulfierung) is already in operation in one of the

new buildings. They state that this unit employs a chemical process developed
by the Russians. Nothing 1s known about the size or productive capacity of
the phenol unit.

Although 1t is known that the GCermans manufactured poison gas at this plant
during World War II, there is no evidence that insecticides more toxic than
Gammexan BHC are being manufactured or developed at Rokita. Polish officlals
have stated that they are not menufacturing phosphoric acid ester (phos-
phorsaeureester) or hydrocyanic acid (Blausaeure) and they have also indicated
that they have no plans for manufacturing any insecticides other than Gammexan
BHC, except for a herbicide known as 24D, which they may begin to manufacture
in Rokita at some future date. There is no evidence, either, that nerve gas
is being produced at Rokita. A general examination of the complex gives no
indication that phosphorous, phosphorous trichloride, isopropyl alcohol,
cyanides in any form, or other raw materials important for a nenegas program
are being manufactured. The general layout of the plant and the atmosphere
among the plant's labor force does not give the impression that any secret
project is underway. The equipment and manufacturing procedures are rather
primitive and not suited to employment on sensitive or dangerous research
projects. The persomnel, especially at the higher levels, does not appear
especially intelligent, capable, or well trained. It appears, in general,
that the Poles will have all they can do to get into operation and run efficiently
the sections of the plant already in existence, without attempting to produce
or develop nerve gas or extremely toxic insecticides.

25X1

Approved For Release 2008/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900600001-1



Approved For Release 2008/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900600001-1

25X1

0‘0
<

Q"Q?

Approved For Release 2008/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900600001-1



